Management of Distance Education

the fact that elitism in education and democracy in politics do not go
together, the National Policy on Education, Programme of Action 1986
has observed that distance (Open) education "augments opportunities
for higher education, ensures access, is cost-effective and promotes
flexibility and innovative systems of education".
Objectives: This emerging system of education, says Prof.G.Ram
Reddy, has the following objectives:
a)     greater equality of opportunity of access to higher education;
b)     provides opportunity for those who missed higher education when
they were young and joined career;
c)     provides opportunity to those adults who would like to have access
to higher education throughout their lives; and
d)     helps those who want to renew or update their knowledge while
in service.
The characteristics of the Open system of education, are that (a)
it offers education to every student even without any formal educational
qualifications, (b) the student need not join any college but can stay at
home and study, (c) a student can study at his own pace and place and
convenience. In other words, it recognises self-effort, encourages
self-study and extends a helping hand through learning materials,
contact-cum-counselling classes, tutor comments etc.
Efforts in India: Impressed by the success of the British experiment
with the Open system of Education and also realising its responsibility
to the demands of growing millions of people for access to higher
education, the Government of India appointed in 1974 a committee
headed by G.Parthasarathy to look into the feasibility of starting a
National Open University.
The Committee observed that "in a situation of this type where
the expansion of enrolments in higher education has to continue at a
terrific pace and where available resources in terms of men and money
are limited, the obvious solution, if proper standards are to be maintained
and the demand for higher education from different sections of the
people is to be met, is to adopt the University system with its provision
of higher education on part-time basis. Though the Parthasarathy
Committee (in 1976) recommended that the Government of India should
establish as early as possible, a National Open University, the lead was
taken by the Government of Andhra Pradesh and Dr.B.R.Ambedkar
Open University (known formerly as Andhra Pradesh Open University)
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